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The Diocese of
Atlanta was one of

only 4% of US
dioceses to stop

their decline,
remaining flat in

2019.

Growth is occurring in places where there is intentionality about pursuing growth
beyond maintenance, particularly through the resources from the Office of
Congregational Vitality, a focus on outreach to the communities in which they are
located, missional flexibility, and an emphasis on evangelism. 

100% 
of parishes with most % growth in
ASA have intentionally pursued
Diocesan Vitality programs and

intervention strategies

Intentionality

80% 
of parishes with an Evangelism Committee
were either growing (60%) or had stopped
declining (20%) since having a committee

Only 20% 
of parishes without an Evangelism

Committee saw growth, and all of them
had other intentional ways to focus on

Evangelism

Historically, churches that 
thrived in times of struggle like the 

Great Depression were the ones that
worked to address the needs of those on

the margins in their communities.
Diocese of Atlanta parishes gave 

$3.6 M 
toward outreach in 2019. 75% of parishes
that budgeted 10% or more of their Plate &

Pledge to Outreach are growing.

DIOCESE OF

ATLANTA

Recent parochial report data from The Episcopal Church reveals a sobering reality of
decline in Episcopal congregations.  While 10% of US dioceses grew in 2019, the
majority (86%) are in decline. A handful of dioceses (4%) have managed to stop their
decline, including the Diocese of Atlanta, which remained flat this past year. 

Data from the Diocese of Atlanta indicates trends for places where growth is occurring
despite these declines.  Congregations that made concerted efforts in the areas
described below are showing signs of growth (both spiritually and numerically), and are
seeing the impact of their efforts.

Growing parishes were in the 

75 percentile 
and above 

for flexibility on the 
Congregational Assessment Tool

Evangelism

REVIEW OF PAROCHIAL REPORT DATA 2019

OVERALL TRENDS

WHAT'S WORKING

BISHOP'S REFLECTION

Outreach

TEC
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PAST DECADE LAST YEAR

-24.5%

-19.2%

-2.5%

-1.9%

New Disciples
Worshipping
Communities ASAMembers

47K117 13.7K1356
Given to 

Communities

$3.6M

Parishes  moved from
Declining to Growing

17% 16%

Parishes  have 
continued Growing

4%

Parishes moved from
Holding to Growing

POSITIVE TRENDS

Flexibility

From 2018: Same +25 Same Same -1.8%

Brothers and Sisters, there is good news! I hope it is apparent to you in this brief report
that when we focus ourselves as individuals, vestries, congregations, and as a diocese,
good things happen - growth, service, and generosity happens.  Faith happens.

Notably in 2019, we stopped attendance decline overall! Were 2020 a more normal
year, I am sure we would have moved from stopping decline in 2019 to growth in 2020. 

Still, allow me to say congratulations to so many who have worked so hard and given so
much in the service of Christ Jesus in Middle and North Georgia.


